BOSWORTH “MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
COLLEGE oF 


THE BIBLE 
LEXINGTON KY 


She Wells Newsletter 














Condensed, Non-Denominational, Non-Partisan 





Reentered as second-class matter January 13, 1949 at the post 
office at Demarest, N. J., under the Act of March 3, 1899. 
Published twice monthly except June, July and August 

when it is published monthly. 
10¢ per single copy. 


$1.50 a year. 





CHARLES A. WELLS, 
Editor and Publisher 


Send all correspondence relative to subscriptions to: Publication Address: Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 


Editorial Address: 152 Madison Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 


Vol. XIV, No. 19 
November 15, 1955 





A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitali t! 
security out of production and other forms of applied Chri 
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closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
stian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God 








Your Christmas-and Ours 
As you plan for Christmas, 
Remember — 

Charles A. Wells’ New Book 
of drawings and brief essays 
THINK ON THESE THINGS 
(only $1. postpaid) makes an ideal 
Christmas remembrance. It’s new, 
striking, full of fresh forceful 
ideas (88 pages, 6 by 9 inches in 
size, the cover dramatically de- 
signed in rich blue on white, in 
heavy-paper binding). Send your 
check for one or more copies 
of Think On These Things to 
Between The Lines Press, Box 
269, Demarest, N. J. 

And also — 

Gift Subscriptions to 
BETWEEN THE LINES 
mean so much, last so long, cost 
so little (just $1.50 per year). 
Here is a convenient and inex- 
pensive gift that extends the light 
of Christian truth to a wider area. 
For every 5 subscriptions you 
order, we will send you, without 
cost, a copy of Charles A. Wells’ 
book, The Great Alternative. 
(Regular price $2.) For every 
10 subscriptions we will send 
you one extra subscription with- 
out cost. An appropriate card an- 
nouncing your gift subscription 
will be mailed in your name to 
each recipient on your list. Send 
your list today to Between The 
Lines, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 

IN ADDITION to solving 
the question of what to give your 
most discerning friends, you will 
help BETWEEN THE LINES 
carry a heavy financial burden. 
For this is one of the few such 
publications that never asks for 
contributions. We only ask our 
readers’ cooperation in extending 
our range of service. 











“WE NEED the best leadership 
we can get, and also the best in- 
formed followership-—if we are go- 
ing to dig our way out.” — Elmer 
Davis. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


OD AND THE PEOPLE: With the political leaders of the democratic 

West and the communistic East still making faces at each other, while 
the military chiefs back them with strategical growls, no one seems to be 
really interested in peace — except God and the people. 

This is not said lightly. Our readers will remember that in our 
issue following the Geneva summit conference (BTL, Aug. ’55) we fore- 
cast that the real hope for peace now would arise out of a general stir 
among the people of the U. S. and Russia. The fear and detestation of 
war —which all people have in common—the hunger for peace and 
for a resumption of world sharing of culture, art, and faith, should now 
be encouraged in every possible way to force the professional politicans 
and the military to quicken their pace towards peace. 

IT IS A JOYOUS EXPERIENCE to look out upon the world 
at this time and see that this unplanned, leaderless, upward sweep towards 
peace is now under way. Are you doing all you can to encourage it? The 
Russian and U. S. farmers have exchanged visits; the increased under- 
standing and goodwill generated among tens of thousands on both sides 
of the Iron Curtain have been only rarely negated by ill-tempered re- 
actions. Soviet housing experts, after their visit here, are returning to 
Russia’s over-crowded dilapidated apartments and village kholkozies, 
with glowing reports of our houses and apartments. Artists, musicans, 
scientists and churchmen will soon come and go across the Iron Curtain 
in increasing numbers. 

THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING: If each concerned citizen 
does his part to urge our Government to further efforts in peaceful col- 
laboration and alerts his community to any opportunity to share in these 
experiences, we will yet see a miracle. In the meantime, the statesmen 


and the military creep slowly on, largely ignoring the very facts they are 
supposed to deal with. 


WO GREAT NEW FACTS that tower above the foreign ministers’ 

discussions at Geneva, and have enormous significance in all that hap- 
pens today, are getting little notice in this country: First, the completion of 
new weapons developments in the last few weeks and months now really 
makes war utterly impossible to contemplate unless we accept with cer- 
tainty the destruction of the world’s urban civilizations, with the extension 
of death and deformity by radiation over large areas of the globe likewise 
a terrible certainty. Second, as a result of this important change in the 
status of weapons development, the Communists have altered their con- 
cepts of the Marxist revolution and the means of promoting it. 

MANY NEW WEAPONS of “almost unbelievable possibilities 
and staggering to the imagination” are now replacing or soon will be re- 
placing conventional artillery, tanks, planes, ships. This was made clear 
by Lieut. Gen. J. A. Gavin, Chief of Research and Development of the 
U. S. Armed Forces, Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor, Chief of Staff, and other 
weapons leaders, who recently met in conference at Fort Benning, Oct. 20 
and 21. From this and other sources we learn: 

(1) Atomic weapons in the form of bombs, shells and rockets are 
now ready in large quantities and in so many different “tactical” 
sizes that there is no hope now of escaping atomic war when once a con- 
flict begins. So thoroughly have atomic weapons been integrated into our 
military system in the last few weeks that our armed forces about For- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Goodwill At Work 

RUSSIAN CHURCHMEN: A 
top level exchange of religious visi- 
tors between this country and the 
Soviet has been assured by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches after ne- 
gotiations with Russian church 
leaders. The two-way visits are a 
result of proposals made last spring 
by American churchmen who had 
contacted Russian religious leaders 
in Europe. The Russian delegation, 
including the highest officials of the 
Russian Orthodox Church as well 
as Protestant leaders, is expected 
to reach this country soon after the 
first of the year. Every Christian 
layman should be alert to rebuke 
the professional snipers in the press 
and on the radio who may soon be 
aiming their poison darts at this 
greatly needed enlargement of 
friendship between the churches of 
America and the millions of Rus- 
sian Christians who have triumph- 
antly withstood the persecution of 
the Communists for 40 years. When 
you hear the hate-hucksters sound 
off, write letters of protest to edi- 
tors or radio management. 

RUSSIAN MUSICIAN: Emil Gi- 
lels, noted Russian pianist and one 
of the first visitors in the new cul- 
tural exchange program between 
the U.S. and the U.S. S. R., played 
his first concert in this country in 
N. Y. C. in October. He was hailed 
by the critics as an artist of great 
ability. After hearing him play 
Tchaikovsky’s B Flat Minor Con- 
certo with the Philadelphia Orches- 
tra, Howard Taubman, music critic 
in the N. Y. Times reported, “He 
gave the work the kind of rousing 
interpretation possible only to pian- 
ists of his caliber, of whom there are 
precious few . . . Mr. Gilels has 
everything that it takes to be a top- 
grade pianist. His tone is as solid as 
his physique with its peasant sturdi- 
ness. His fingers have boundless 
agility and control. He can make 
the piano sing and he can cause it 


to thunder; it bends to his will. . . 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Goodwill At Work 


(continued) 

He is a musician of personality. 
The roots of the Tchaikovsky con- 
certo are his roots, and his per- 
formance was filled with a Russian 
exuberance and sentiment.” 


RUSSIAN SAILORS’ SHORE 
LEAVE: When six Soviet warships 
visited England recently, the offi- 
cers and men of the fleet presented 
two concerts at the Empress Hall 
in London. Members of overflow 
audiences were brought to their feet 
in enthusiatistic approval of the ex- 
cellent performances. The concerts 
were also presented in Portsmouth. 
The goodwill tour of the fleet and 
the shore excursions, highlighted by 
the concerts, were received cordial- 
ly by the English public in all in- 
stances. A British fleet also entered 
Leningrad port recently and was 
extended a warm welcome by the 
city officials and the public. The 
fleet was greeted with a 17 gun sa- 
lute from Leningrad forts. This is 
the first courtesy visit of a British 
fleet to Leningrad since 1914. 
Many Russians visited the fleet. 


Education and Freedom 

In four different countries, the 
Catholic Church is now in conflict 
with non-Catholics over control of 
education, although little about it 
has been reported in the U. S. 


IN ARGENTINA the new re- 
gime, which succeeded the Peron 
dictatorship, is re-establishing the 
privileges of the Catholic Church 
to control all religious teaching in 
the schools. This gives the church 
dictatorial power over all educa- 
tional functions. It is being present- 
ed briefly in the American press as 
“the church’s recovery of its histor- 
ic right in education” when the fact 
is the church lost its dominant po- 
sition in Argentine education in the 
revolution over 70 years ago. It 
was Peron who restored the 
church’s monopoly over education 
in 1945 in exchange for the church’s 
support of his dictatorship. Later, 
as Peron quarrelled with the hier- 
archy, the church gradually lost its 
control of schools. 


IN BELGIUM the new Socialist 
Government has endeavored to sep- 
arate parochial education from pub- 
lic education, by withdrawing part 
of the public tax support from the 
parochial system and requiring the 
church to provide more of the sup- 
port for its schools from its own 
sources. No doubt the fact that 
priests and nuns freely propagan- 
dize in the schools against the new 
liberal regime has intensified the 
Government’s position. The Bel- 
gian hierarchy has stirred up mass 
demonstrations against the Govern- 
ment’s proposals with incidents of 
violence occurring in some of the 


“religious parades.” These aroused 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


mosa are primed to launch atomic missiles at Red China’s mainland the 
instant military action should start. This is common talk in military circles. 

(2) American sea and field commanders are now being trained to 
use any atomic weapons at their disposal to win a battle. This means 
everything from the small anti-tank atomic rocket to the 14 megaton job. 
There will be no barriers whatever to prevent the launching of the big 
hydrogen bombs that destroy whole areas, if the military situation calls 
for it. And since our potential enemies are armed and training on an equal 
scale, we may be sure the military situation will call for it. 

(3) Guided missiles with atomic charges of many sizes, range and 
calibre are now being readied, which are capable of extensive destruction 
at distances of 500 to 800 miles, with fair accuracy at 1,000 miles and 
more. These may be launched from mobile land stations, planes, sub- 
marines or surface vessels. Only the long-range intercontinental ten- 
thousand-mile-an-hour missiles await further development — and that will 
not be long. All such information is supposed to be “classified” which is 
a bit odd, since military journals, foreign and domestic, are full of these 
facts, and thousands of officers are being openly trained in their use. Rus- 
sia’s accomplishments with the atom and hydrogen bombs are known; it is 
also known that the Soviet has long been making extensive experiments in 
rockets and guided missiles, aided by thousands of German experts. Amer- 
ican military intelligence leaders believe the Soviet is therefore fully abreast 
of all these developments. 

(4) Now that it is easily possible to destroy all the major cities, in- 
dustrial centers, harbor and railroad arteries in Russia and the U. S. in 24 
to 48 hours, with deadly vapors left spreading over thousands of square 
miles in all windward directions, we must face the question — what can 
be done in the way of defense? Literally nothing. What city could be evac- 
uated if 40 or 50 submarines surfaced at different places at the same zero 
hour a hundred miles off our various sea coasts, the Atlantic, the Gulf, the 
Pacific, and in a matter of minutes launched batteries of atomic missiles 
in rapid succession upon the many not too distant cities? This initial at- 
tack, while striking at Air Force bastions and Navy bases and the metro- 
politan centers that surround them, would be but preparation for a far 
heavier onslaught by air — jet bombers, wheeling in at supersonic speeds 
and at great altitudes from a dozen different directions. 

Is this alarmist? Exaggeration? Every officer of rank knows that we 
have such plans well worked out and rehearsed for a dozen such ap- 
proaches to Russia. Have the Soviet leaders shown themselves incapable of 
plans of their own? Our whole air defense system is based on detecting 
such a strike in the making by the adversary and plastering him before 
he can leave the ground. At the same time, each side proceeds to develop 
ways that make such massive strikes possible without detection! All the 
Strategic Air Command bases are devoted to this task as are the Naval Re- 
search Centers near Philadelphia, San Francisco and San Diego. (See Han- 
son Baldwin’s report on Strategic Air Command, N. Y. Times, Oct. 26) 

THE HUMAN SIDE of such a scene is beyond description. As 
we have reported previously, the need that would arise for medical care, 
drugs, plasma, hospital beds, to say nothing of food and shelter, far ex- 
ceeds any possible supply. Hence it is only honest to report that little or 
nothing could be done to alleviate human suffering, but such honesty has 
not been the policy of civil defense officialdom in dealing with the Ameri- 
can public so far. There would not only be little time for evacuation of the 
cities, but the carnage would be so great, the supplies available so pitifully 
small, that the large majority of casualties would have to be abandoned. 
Inner circles of civil defense planning have already decreed that all re- 
sources must be concentrated upon the “walking” casualties, those who 
could, upon receiving medical aid, soon resume places of usefulness in 
keeping the country on its feet and fighting. Exhaustive studies of Hiro- 
shima have made such decisions imperative. 


(continued) 


OMMUNISM TURNS TO NEW CONCEPTS AND METHODS: 

The facts above, known to all informed persons associated with the 
military sciences, have influenced the Russian Communist leaders to take 
an entirely new approach in the task of world revolution. Diplomatic ob- 
servers of the neutral powers report Communist leadership united on the 
necessity of divorcing all revolutionary concepts from any association with 
the threat of atomic war. The Marxist appeal must now be propagated 
with great intensity in terms of “peace” and “self realization” for men and 
nations. The Russians are soft-pedaling all talk of their armed might, have 
announced that nearly a million men are to be returned to civilian life 
from the armies of Russia and the satellites. Moscow is urging that all 
armies be withdrawn from foreign soil and guaranteeing their readiness to 
comply in all Iron Curtain areas; as evidence of good faith they point to 


their withdrawal from Austria and East Finland. The Soviet is still build- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Education and Freedom 


(continued) 
counter demonstrations, for many 


Belgians, large numbers of whom 
are Catholics, resent the church’s 
determination to dictate all cultur. 
al matters in the nation’s life. 

In all traditional Roman Catho- 
lic countries the state is required to 
support all Catholic schools entire- 
ly out of tax monies and to support 
no other educational program than 
that conducted by the church. 

IN THE PHILIPPINES the Ro- 
man hierarchy has promoted an in- 
tensive two-year drive to force the 
Government to place all education 
under Catholic control. Thousands 
of non-Catholics and Protestants 
have opposed the move; hence 
much oppression of Protestants, 
with many instances of severe per- 
secution, has developed in the prov- 
inces. The situation was climaxed 
recently by a rally of over 10,000 
Filipinos in Manila, led by many 
of the Republic’s most distinguished 
citizens. Petitions were presented to 
President Magsaysay requesting that 
he use his power to check the grow- 
ing oppression of non-Catholics in 
educational and religious matters, 
After hearing the many document- 
ed complaints, the President prom- 
ised to enforce the spirit of the 
Philippine Constitution which guar- 
antees religious and political free- 
dom. 

IN GUATEMALA the hierarchy 
has made many efforts to compel 
the new regime, under Col. Castillo 
Armas, to restore to the church the 
privilege it enjoyed in all Guate- 
malan affairs prior to the regime of 
the Arbenz revolutionary Govern- 
ment. Failing to make headway in 
political matters, the church has 
lately concentrated on educational 
affairs, endeavoring to get laws 
passed that will permit only those 
who have passed certain “religious 
qualifications” to hold the teaching 
positions. The implication is that 
those who do not so qualify are to 
be suspected of communism. So far 
the Armas Government has refused 
to give ground on this issue. 


The UN and The Legion 

Relations between the U. S. and 
the UN are symbolized by the 
strange behavior of the American 
Legion. Two years ago the Legion 
appointed a committee of distin- 
guished lawyers and civic leaders 
from its membership to examine 
the work and records of the Unit- 
ed Nations Economic, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization—known 
as UNESCO. The Legion political 
heads apparently intended that this 
committee would give an aura of 
legal respectability to the Legion’s 
rather emotional anti-UN attitude, 
especially highlighted by their fa- 
natical opposition to UNESCO for 
alleged Communist sympathies and 


for the promotion of world gov- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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(continued) 

ernment concepts. But when the 
committee reported to the 1954 
convention, it cleared the UN of all 
Communist taints, and stated that 
a careful study had revealed that 
UNESCO did not promote world 
government concepts. But the Le- 
gion leaders kept the wraps on this 
report and staged an anti- UNESCO 
floor resolution — instructing the 
committee to continue its study. 

At the recent 1955 convention, 
the committee came back with an 
even stronger clearance of UNES- 
CO from accusations of commu- 
nism and world government attach- 
ments. In addition, the committee 
charged that the Legion heads were 
basing their antic UNESCO policies 
upon information supplied by cer- 
tain parties who, though financed 
interests in 
this country, had been branded by 
the House Un-American Activities 
Committee as pro-Nazi and fascist. 

But at this recent convention the 
same totalitarian tactics were used; 
the committee’s report was sup- 
pressed, a demonstration floor vote 
was taken against UNESCO with- 
out debate or a chance for articu- 
late dissent—a strange brand of 
Americanism indeed. To camou- 
flage this travesty, the Legion 
whipped up a vote in favor of con- 
tinued U.S.-United Nations rela- 
tions with praise for UN ideals 
and achievements! 

The most conservative papers in 
Washington, D. C., and New York 
called the Legion action disgrace- 
ful. Former President Truman, a 
longtime member of the Legion, 
said they’d “gone haywire.” One 
prominent Legionaire wrote Be- 
tween The Lines that the Legion’s 
leaders flop-flipped, flopping before 
they flipped. He added, “The Le- 
gion heads praised the UN, after 
trying to chop its hands off.” 

But most of all, the Legion lead- 
ers have demonstrated how a na- 
tional patriotic organization of 
great influence can be manipulated 
by a few to betray its rank and file 
members, thousands of whom are 
intelligent men eager to support all 
international cooperation that will 
prevent war. 

The view that the promotion of 
world government concepts is a 
threat to our traditional sovereign- 
ty is a gross misconception of the 
UN function and ideals. The UN 
charter encourages the independ- 


| ence and sovereignty of all nations, 


urging all countries to accept peace- 
ful negotiation and the rule of in- 
ternational laws as a substitude for 
international lawlessness and war, 
which are the real crimes against 
sovereignty. To reject the UN as a 
threat to our “sovereignty” is to an- 
nounce that we demand the right to 


destroy the sovereignty of others in 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


ing submarines, and bombers but not talking about it; all atomic tests 
have either been called off entirely by Moscow or held in absolute secrecy. 
(Although worldwide nuclear monitors report that Russia has made 13 
tests, the U. S. about 69). 


“Self Realization” and “independence from big power domina- 
tion” is the new propaganda theme of Moscow, which is linked with their 
proposals to withdraw Russian armies from all areas. The foreign press, 
especially in satellite countries, is making much of the absence of Rus- 
sian representatives in satellite capitals, as if that guaranteed their inde- 
pendence. Moscow is also making great propaganda of their eagerness to 
assist the colored peoples of Asia and Africa to secure freedom from white 
domination, presenting communism strictly as a “liberation” movement. 
Their offer of arms to Egypt “to strengthen Egyptian independence” and 
“self realization” is part of this program, Egypt having recently been freed 
from British domination. Moreover, Pravda of Moscow comments that, 
since the U. S. has shipped arms to France, Greece, Italy, Pakistan, Indo- 
china and many other places, why shouldn’t Russia also help the weak and 
oppressed peoples attain the fulfillment of national hopes? 


A NEW POWERFUL ELEMENT OF PERSUASION now added 
to Red propaganda is Russia’s assurances that they have no intention of 
extending the Iron Curtain, that if the U. S. will “cooperate” in withdraw- 
ing all military forces from foreign soil there will be no Iron Curtain. 
Russia will only act as “the strong anchor in a free alliance of Socialist 
states.” Much is being made of Red China’s independence, an independ- 
ence actually forced upon Moscow after the Korean war. But since Peking 
is still an ardent Communist propagandist, Red China vouches for the sin- 
cerity of Moscow’s intentions. 

THE BIG NEW COMMUNIST LINE, therefore, goes all out to 
disassociate Marxism from the pending horror of hydrogen war, but also 
strives to present communism as a technique of revolution for people still 
dominated by other “imperialist” powers (which applies to many parts of 
Asia and Africa) and as a technique for “peaceful” reorganization of cor- 
rupt, impoverished countries that want to throw off the yoke of landlord- 
ism and aristocratic feudalism and emulate Russia’s miracle of industrial 
expansion. This appeal is becoming very potent in India, Burma, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Cambodia and in all Africa and Latin America. 

It is rather incredible that Western news channels, as well as our 
statesmen, continue to ignore this shift in Communist policy. In the words 
of Walter Lippman, “Moscow has been able to recover the initiative soon 
after the Geneva summit conference where President Eisenhower’s imag- 
inative and inspired leadership brought momentary hope that the West 
might lead.” American officials who go abroad come home a little wide- 
eyed at the realization that communism is still “on the march,” that it 
still has a great appeal. But the returning pilgrims seem to have no knowl- 


edge of the nature of the appeal, and their vague warnings of continuing 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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(continued) 

the name of protecting our own. 
This at once destroys the basis for 
international law and’ justifies the 
existence of international gangster- 
ism. We know the other nations 
have nothing to fear from us, but 
by our actions we demand a set of 
conditions that lift the restraint 
from others who are feared. The 
sovereignty to make war in the nu- 
clear age is not sovereignty but li- 
cense for murder and suicide. 


Tomorrow’s America 
(Part Two of a report on the progress 
of desegregation begun in our last 
issue.) 

National Negro organizations are 
collecting funds and consolidating 
plans for further advances in inter- 
racial housing. Supreme Court de- 
cisions have declared real estate 
contracts pertaining to race dis- 
crimination to be null and void be- 
fore the law. Nevertheless, in very 
few communities have the Negro 
citizens been able to move freely 
into all-white areas, and severe 
tension exists now in a dozen 
Northern cities where Negro fami- 
lies of character have established 
residence in white areas — quite 
possibly with the planning and sup- 
port of their national organizations. 

What is the realistic long view 
on this question? It is not unlike 
that involved in school desegrega- 
tion as reported in our last issue. 
The editor of Between The Lines, 
in interviews with Negro education- 
al and religious leaders in all parts 
of the nation, has been told repeat- 
edly that the Negro does not seek 
to be socially integrated, that racial 
“mixing” is not his aim. Without 
exception, these Negro leaders have 
condemned those of their race who 
support such an aim. 

It is inevitable that there will be 
some mixing of blood, as there has 
been in the past here and in other 
parts of the world. Two thousand 
years ago the Greeks and Romans 
were blond and blue-eyed — what 
race is pure? All are mixed and 
mankind will continue to mix ac- 
cording to human nature and 
God’s will. But in the U. S. white 
sexual aggression has been far more 
responsible for racial mixing than 
any other factor. 

When the Negro has secured his 
rights to full citizenship, political- 
ly, economically and culturally, he 
will look to his own people, to his 
own community for fellowship and 
conjugal associations — that is the 
conviction of Negro leaders. 

INTEGRATED HOUSING: If 
the able, responsible Negro were 
permitted to move wherever his 
need and preference should take 
him, there would be quite a sprin- 
kling of well-to-do Negro citizens 
living in white areas, especially 


where Negro districts provide no 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Tomorrow’s America 
(continued) 
opportunity for respectable living. 
Not many Negroes will really en- 
joy living in white districts, how- 
ever, and when better class Negro 
communities are established, Negro 
leaders predict that some of those 
who have moved into white areas 
will gradually move back among 
their own. In communities where 
Negroes equal or outnumber the 
whites, there will probably be white 
migration with whole towns and 
cities becoming predominantly Ne- 
gro; and these will be prosperous, 

well-run communities. 


We can be sure that responsible 
Negro citizens will continue to re- 
sort to legal action at both national 
and local levels, and to apply social 
pressures — until every citizen, re- 
gardless of race or color, has the 
right to live wherever he chooses to 
live, as long as he meets his respon- 
sibilities as a householder and a citi- 
zen. This transition in housing atti- 
tudes will come rapidly in the 
North, slowly in the South. But it 
will come. It is part of the world- 
wide revolution of our century and 
there will be no turning back. 


These changes will materialize 
particularly as Negro leaders are 
able to overcome the prejudiced 
viewpoints resulting from the mis- 
information broadcast continuously 
by many real estate interests. For 
example it is constantly claimed 
that, when Negros move into a com- 
munity, housing values go down; 
that the Negro householder doesn’t 
keep his property in good repair 
and that the Negro home buyer is 
not a good financial risk. 

All these time-worn misconcepts 
stem from a situation that develops 
when Negro slums become over- 
crowded. The overflow usually 
spreads into adjacent white areas 
where buildings are old and already 
beginning to deteriorate, hence 
prices are on the downgrade. Usual- 
ly a few elderly owners are still 
bravely trying to maintain the val- 
ues of the past by giving their prop- 
erty more care than the surround- 
ing places, many of which have al- 
ready been divided into the small 
housekeeping apartments sc famil- 
iar in marginal districts. When the 
first Negro families appear in such 
communities, values take a quick 
but temporary dip as the owners 
face the fact that the slum is over- 
taking the district. Those who have 
tried to maintain the “respectabil- 
ity” of the area give up and sell 
out. The big city real estate inter- 
ests profit from such a development 
in two ways: first, when the rush to 
sell out brings a bonanza of sales 
commissions; second, when the 


slum dwellers finally pour in and 
thereby greatly increase the rental 
incomes on the deteriorated proper- 


ties. For, contrary to the general 
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“Communist aggression” simply add to the pressure that we must rush 
more air carriers and submarines off the ways, make more atom bombs 
and bombers, all of which only strengthens the Communist arsenal of 
persuasion. 

THE PLAIN TRUTH is that while the Communist diplomats keep 
us tied up on minor points of dispute at Geneva, they are again stealing 
from us the moral leadership of the world. Why should they yield on any 
point of dispute when they still feel they can pull the world their way and 
become the champions of peace for millions of Asians and Africans? 


(continued) 


HE CRUX OF AMERICA’S PREDICAMENT is that we are robbed 

of imaginative leadership, of ideological effectiveness, of diplomatic 
maneuverability, by the weight of our fixed military concepts. We hold 
stubbornly to the belief that we must meet the world’s convulsive awak- 
ening, of which communism is only a part, with the threat of massive in- 
discriminate slaughter. This leaves the field of persuasion to the Com- 
munist propagandist. Here is the evidence: 


Almost all American economic aid to needy areas of the world has 
been stopped by the Eisenhower Administration, except those programs 
that can be tied to the U. S. military defense system, as in Turkey, Pakis- 
tan, Japan, Formosa. Such aid in the end does more harm than good, for 
“strengthening” an economy by fastening a greatly enlarged military es- 
tablishment upon it is like rehabilitating a drunkard’s family by moving 
them to a new house, giving the children new clothes — then providing 
the old man with more money for liquor. 

The Point Four Program, like the Marshall Plan, did more to stop 
communism than anything else the U. S. has ever attempted. Yet it was 
completely demolished by right-wing Republican bigots, when the Eisen- 
hower Administration came to power, chiefly because Point Four had 
been a feature of the Truman policy. Nothing has been substituted for 
Point Four. Expansive gestures were made at the beginning of the Eisen- 
hower regime, but these were mostly face-saving, and comparatively little 
was done. The Technical Aid programs still operating are all valuable, but 
they are mostly independent of official Washington and are very miniature 
in terms of the need. The only anti-Communist world aid program which 
is sizable and effective is operated by the UN, chiefly through UNESCO. 
But while UNESCO is looked upon with favor by the great majority of the 
American public, it is opposed and undermined, on grounds that have been 
proved false, by some of our leading “patriotic” organizations, such as the 
American Legion, D. A. R. and others. The propoganda of such organi- 
zations has deflected the American people from giving the wholehearted 
support to the world aid programs of the UN which are so greatly needed. 

THE U. S. IS HANDICAPPED IN MEETING THE COMMU- 
NIST SHIFTS OF POLICY by the inability of American official negoti- 
ators, Secretary of State Dulles, our Ambassadors and others, to take con- 
ciliatory steps without having their political throats cut at home for “be- 
ing soft to the Communists.” Our negotiators must hold to the customary 
stance of military extremism — with threats and menacing diplomatic 
grimaces. The error in such an approach is that we are not just dealing 
with the Communist leadership but with hundreds of millions of people 
whom we should be trying to win. Many of these could be drawn into al- 
legiance with us against communism by wise, patient conciliatory meth- 
ods, but they are being driven deeper into communism with increasing 
fear and hatred for the U. S. by our protracted belligerence. 


George Kennan of the Institute of Advanced Study in Princeton 
(former U. S. Ambassador to Moscow and one of America’s leading au- 
thorities on Russian affairs and communism, who, while a State Depart- 
ment official, originated the U. S. containment program which has been 
the backbone of American policy towards Russia) has been speaking and 
writing recently with great emphasis in the above vein. Mr. Kennan espe- 
cially pleads for recognition that the containment policy as inaugurated 
included many approaches besides the military; economic aid, technical as- 
sistance and many other methods were to be used to demonstrate to the 
peoples around the Iron Curtain and behind it that we are their friends and 
have much more to offer them than the Communists. Almost all of these 
constructive phases of the “containment policy” have been dropped, com- 
ments Mr. Kennan, leaving only the self-defeating military emphasis. 

THE STALEMATE will likely continue in the diplomatic and 
military fields unless Eisenhower is able to resume his dramatic, unortho- 
dox efforts to cut through traditional lines of protocol in a direct appeal 
to Soviet leaders. Otherwise we will have to wait until the broad human 
progress in understanding and goodwill, through which God is so visably 
working, has further impressed itself upon the political and military chiefs 
who have been so hopelessly entangled in their own designs. 
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impression, the actual value of such 
property increases above that of its 
“white only” period — for the re- 
turn is excellent when so many ten- 
ants can be crowded together in 
buildings where repairs are kept to 
a minimum. 


Modern interracial housing proj- 
ects have proved to be sound invest- 
ments. The two largest mortgage 
holders in a group of huge mixed 
housing projects in New York City 
are the Mutual Life Insurance Co. 
and the Bowery Savings Bank 
which have found them to be very 
profitable investments. 


In residential properties, the Na- 
tional Association of Real Estate 
Boards have found, after careful 
surveys, that Negroes take good care 
of property if it is in good repair 
when they obtain it, that a Negro 
makes a good home buyer and car- 
ries his purchases to completion, 
The U. S. Housing Authority and 
the Federal Housing Authority re- 
port that Negroes and whites of 
comparable incomes have practical- 
ly identical records of property 
maintenance and payment, regard- 
less of whether they live in mixed 
or segregated neighborhoods. 

NEGRO VOTE: Facing the en- 
forcement of Federal constitutional 
law on the Negro voting rights, 
white citizens in Mississippi have 
set up special committees to study 
methods of decreasing Negro votes. 
The press has been barred from the 
meetings of these committees. Lead- 
ing Negro citizens have complained 
to the U. S. Department of Justice 
of various subterfuges used to block 
their voting, such as the old subter- 
fuge, “ability to read and interpret 
the Constitution,” which can be 
variously applied to different indi- 
viduals. In many Mississippi com- 
munities, Negroes outnumber the 
whites and it is feared that political 
controls will eventually pass to the 
Negroes, unless restrictions can be 
devised. The Justice Department has 
ordered an investigation of the 
numerous complaints from Negro 
citizens in Mississippi. 

About 50 different Negro groups 
in Texas have also demanded that 
the U. S. Department of Justice in- 
vestigate pro-segregation organiza- 
tions that have been formed in sev- 
eral cities and counties of the state. 
Negro leaders have filed complaints 
charging that Gov. Shivers has giv- 
en aid to the pro-segregation organ- 
izations. 





NO VICTORY POSSIBLE: 
“One nation cannot defeat another 
nation today. That concept died 
with Hiroshima. War is like fire; 
you prevent a fire or you can try to 
put it out, but you can’t ‘win’ a fire, 
because fire is destruction.” — Gen. 
H. H. Arnold. 
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